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INTRODUCTION

A special “Thank You” 
goes to the Sheetz Center 
for Entrepreneurial Ex-
cellence for hosting Jack 
Andraka in 2013 and 
giving area students the 
opportunity to collaborate 
and inspire one another to 
create our Griffith Family 
Foundation Youth Initiati-
ve I CAN Sideline Cancer!

Penn State and The Griffith Family Foundation’s “I 
CAN Sideline Pancreatic Cancer” Youth Initiative 
are teaming up in the big game to sideline and cure 
Pancreatic Cancer.
     Today, six years to the day of our first sym-
posium/forum, Jack Andraka (currently at Stanford 
University), returns to Penn State Altoona’s Devor-
ris Downtown Center along with Penn State’s 2018 
“Inventor of the Year” Dr. James Adair and Dr. A. 
James Moser, co-director of both the Pancreas and 

Liver Institute and the Pancre-
atic Cancer Research Program 
at Beth Israel Deaconess Med-
ical Center, and professor at 
Harvard Medical School.
     Based on the efforts we’ve 
seen between our first and 
fourth forum, we are very 
hopeful and excited about the 
future of Pancreatic Cancer 
research. We are also encour-
aged by the recurring support 
from Dr. Lori J. Bechtel-Wher-
ry, Penn State Altoona’s chan-
cellor and dean, who played a 
vital role in helping us conduct 

our first symposium/forum and is also lending her 
time and energy for our fourth symposium/forum.
     Our first Pancre-
atic Cancer sympo-
sium/Forum was on 
April 5, 2013. At that 
symposium, Penn 
State Altoona and 
the Griffith Family 
Foundation hosted 
the 2012 Intel Sci-
ence and Engineer 
Fair winner Jack An-
draka. Jack, who was 
only 16 years old at the time, used that plat-
form to encourage students to be active  

participants in transforming the outcome of Pancreatic Can-
cer.
     Jack would later become an official Sideline Cancer Am-
bassador, and he and fellow future Ambassador, Kiera Chir-
don, were the joint inspiration behind the creation of our Grif-
fith Family Foundation “I CAN Sideline Pancreatic Cancer” 
Youth Initiative. This program was, and still is, the only youth 
initiative in the world that engages students to use their en-
trepreneurial and philanthropic ideas to raise awareness and 
be advocates for transformational change in conjunction with 
the global Pancreatic Cancer community.
     Another important contributor to the effort to raise aware-
ness has been Lisa Georgiana, Saint Francis Univeristy Cen-
ter for Service & Learning Director. She was instrumental in 
taking the steps to create the first official Sideline Cancer 
Chapter in 2016. Her work done on behalf of the Griffith Fam-
ily Foundation and Sideline Cancer provides a superb ex-
ample of Sideline Cancer’s rallying phrase: “Where Wisdom 
Meets Energy.”
     On March 1, 2018, the Sideline Cancer community en-
tered yet another important phase by becoming an official 
student club at Penn State. Uni-
versity Park students Sierra Co-
bler and Caitlyn Edgell, along with 
Griffith Family Foundation liaison 
Marissa Lombardi, conducted the 
necessary research, submitted the 
appropriate paperwork, and made 
essential connections that allowed 
us to reach this new benchmark. 
One significant step made during 
that process was the selection of 
Dr. James Adair as club advisor.
     Dr. Adair is Professor of Materials Science and Engineer-
ing and Biomedical Engineering at University Park. He is also 
the 2018 recipient of the Invent Penn State “Inventor of the 
Year” for his outstanding work and collaboration in cancer 
research and use of nanotechnology. The key principle at the 
core of his research is: “Kill the cancer. Do no harm to the 
patient.”
     Similar to the goals of the first Sideline Cancer Chapter 
established at Saint Francis University, the goal of this new-
ly established Penn State Sideline Cancer Club is to raise 
awareness for Pancreatic Cancer research by participating 
in our trademarked Sideline Cancer t-shirt campaign and by 
hosting collaborative Pancreatic Cancer Symposiums such 
as the one this evening.



THIS EVENING
INVOCATION

Brother Shamas McGenra
     Cancer Survivor

Lisa Georgiana
Director, Center for Service & Learning at Saint Francis University

OPENING REMARKS
Lori J. Bechtel-Wherry, Ph. D.

Chancellor and Dean
Penn State Altoona

WELCOME
Cathy Griffith

President and Founder
The Griffith Family Foundation

Mrs. Bonnie Waltz  
Co Founder of Sideline Cancer 

Sierra Cobler
President of Sideline Cancer at Penn State

Caitlyn Edgell 
Vice President of Sideline Cancer at Penn State 

Marissa Lombardi 
GFF Outreach Liaison

VIDEO PRESENTATION
History of Sideline Cancer (10 min.)

INTRODUCTION OF JACK ANDRAKA  
2012 Intel Science and Engineer Fair Winner/Stanford University 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PANELISTS
See Next Page

QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE

SPECIAL APPEARANCE
Erin Willett

The Voice Semi-Finalist
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network Ambassador of Hope

Performing:
“Hope’s Alive” & “Don’t Stop Believing” 

(Audience participation is encouraged!)

A Special “Thank You” to the Courage for Kiera Foundation
& United We Can of Blair County



THE PANEL

Jack Andraka  
American inventor, 

Scientist ,  and  
Cancer Researcher

Dr.  James Adair  
Professor of  

Materia ls  Science 
and Engineering,  

Penn State  
University

Maureen Shul  
Founder and CEO of 
Wings of Hope for 
Pancreatic  Cancer 
Research in Cast le 

Pines,  Colorado

Dr.  Michael  Lotze  
Professor of  

Surgery,  
Immunology and 
Bioengineering,  

University of  
Pittsburgh

Dr.  A James Moser   
Professor of 

Surgery,  Harvard 
Medical  School

Dr.  Randal l  Brand  
Professor of  

Medicine,  
University of  

Pittsburgh

Tonight, students and community members will have the oppor-
tunity to ask questions to our panel regarding a marketable early 
detection test for Pancreatic Cancer. Additionally, we encourage 
audience members to ask questions regarding the Marshal Plan 
of Action for Pancreatic Cancer and how it is being coordinated 
through research, government, and pharma.

With the amount of talent and energy at this Symposium, it’s 
easy to see how collaborative events like these are significant in 
the global campaign to find a cure for Pancreatic Cancer.

Dr.  Shyam Thakkar 
Associate  

Professor of  
Medicine,  Carnegie 
Mel lon University 

Pittsburgh,  PA

Dr.  Ivan  
Mul l igan 

Dr.  Matt  Moyer   
Associate  
Professor,  
Divis ion of  

Gastroenterology 
Penn State Hershey  
Medical  Center and 
Penn State Cancer 

Inst itute

Dr.  Stephen  
Baker

Dr.  Br ian Boone  
 Assistant  

Professor of  
Surgical  Oncology  

at  West Virginia  
University

Cindy Cal lahan  
Market Access  

Director for  
Immunovia,  Inc, 

located in  
Marlborough,  MA

Dr.  Stephen  
LoRusso

Dr.  Ralph McKibbin   
Blair Gastroenterol-

ogy Associates,  
Pennsylvania  

Society of  
Gastroenterology, 
Digest ive Disease 

National 
Coal it ion

Kerry Ir iv ine   
United Kingdom  
Co-Founder of 

NIPanC 

Rick Jones
Pancreatic  Cancer 

Survivor 
Griff i th Family 

Foundation 
BIDMC Harvard 
Medical  School 

UPMC Pittsburgh 

Arnold Simon
Pancreatic  Cancer 

Survivor 
John Hopkins  

Stanley Kimmel 
Comprehensive 
Cancer Center

Erin Wil lett  - 
Singer/Songwriter 
and an Inf luencer 
of Hope for The 

Pancreatic  Cancer 
Action Network

Rhonda Hatf ie ld   
Founder/National 

Director of the 
National  Pancreatic 
Cancer Foundation

D i r e c t o r s  -  S a i n t  Fr a n c i s  U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  f o r  R u r a l  C a n c e r  S u r v i v o r s h i p



SPECIAL THANKS
to the Phi l  Sk y  Family  & Sk y Family  Foundat ion who are  our 

s ignature  sponsors  for  this  evening's  Symposium/Forum.

THANK YOU
to our  sponsors  for  their  cont inued suppor t  of  our  

S idel ine Pancreat ic  Cancer  in i t iat ive!

The Blair Companies



UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE 14, 2019  
Tee Off For A Cure to Sideline Pancreatic Cancer 2019
•	 Registration starts at 7:30AM and 1:00 PM
•	 The Double Shotgun starts are at 8:00 AM  

	 and 1:30 PM 
 
Location: 
•	 Scotch Valley Country Club

	 18 Clubhouse Drive
	 Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

JUNE 28 & JUNE 29, 2019  
3rd Annual Courage for Kiera Foundation Yard Sale
The Yard Sale will be held at the U.S. Hotel (Liberty 
Hall) in Hollidaysburg. All proceeds from this yard 
sale will fund scholarships to High School Music 
Students who have overcome adversity. 
 
Location: 
•	 401 S Juniata St.

	 Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

AUGUST  9, 2019 
10th Annual Sideline Pancreatic Cancer Dinner 
•	 Friday, August 9
•	 Doors open at 5:30 PM (appetizers will be 

served) 
•	 Dinner at 7:15 PM 

Location: 
•	 The Casino at Lakemont,  

300 Lakemont Park Boulevard   
Altoona, PA 16602

AUGUST 17, 2019
"Fund a Cure" Night at the Altoona Curve
The Greg & Cathy Griffith Family Foundation is 
once again teaming up with families from The 
Good Funeral Home, Alto-Reste Park, and the  
Altoona Curve for “Fund a Cure to Sideline  
Pancreatic Cancer” Night! 

•	 Support the cause,
•	 Offer hope to those in need,
•	 And believe always!

Vis i t  gr i f f i thfami lyfoundat ion.org/events  for  more information.

“I CAN SIDELINE PANCRETIC CANCER SYPOSIUM”
Apri l  16  & 17,  2020 at  the N ittany L ion I nn

Each t-shirt purchased helps transform the outcome of Pancreatic Cancer by 
supporting the efforts to fund the next GFF/PSU collaborative symposium!

To purchase this t-shirt,
go to sidelinecancer.com





OUR MISSION 

To FUND a cure for Pancreatic Cancer.
To offer HOPE for those in need.
To CONNECT patients, families, and communities.
To raise AWARENESS of the necessity for  
a new direction of  innovative research  
and treatment plans.

You can support the effort to cure Pancreatic 
Cancer by making a donation on our website:
 
griffithfamilyfoundation.org/fund-a-cure

If you would like to mail a donation to us,  
please make your check payable to
“Sideline Cancer”
and mail it to:

The Griffith Family Foundation
P.O. Box 28
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

#ICAN #BelieveAlways

OUR BOARD

Catherine R. Griffith  
President

John L. McIntyre 
Vice President

Cindy Kanski 
Board Secretary

Bruce Erb  
Board Treasurer

Dr. Lance DeFrancisco  
Board Member

Stephen C. Gildea,  
Board Member

JT Tidd 
Board Member

Jordan Griffith  
Board Member

Jack E. Collins 
Board Member

Dennis Degol, Jr. 
Board Member

Nancy Fulchiero  
Board Member

If you have any questions,  
you can contact Cathy Griffith at:

cathy@griffithfamilyfoundation.org


